Debris and hyper-concentrated flows are amongst the most destructive of all water-related disasters. These hazards are likely to become more frequent and more important in the future due to the effects of the increase in population, urbanization, land subsidence and the impact of climate change. They affect both rural and urban environments, particularly in river basins and in mountain areas. In recent years, they have attracted more and more attention from the scientific and professional communities due to the number of lives lost, and there is growing public concern for the future. New methods and measures are required to cope with debris flow changes and to achieve a harmonious balance between the environment and economic forces. The main conclusions of the conference were that developments in modeling, satellite communication and information technology are essential for improving mitigation measures and mathematical models for forecasting and early warning systems of impending hazards. The challenge for the international community is to support these activities, particularly in developing countries, where resources are limited. Field studies are the most difficult to carry out within this approach. The ideal sequence that should be pursued in response to the challenge presented by the management and mitigation of hyper-concentrated and debris flows can be outlined as follows: -A systematic collection of field data should be made to provide a large reliable database; -Effective mathematical models should be constantly developed, updated, tested and applied; -Hydrological mapping techniques and identification of possible scenarios should then be set up; -The best mitigation solutions should be designed and implemented on the basis of the knowledge gained in the planning phase; -A program of systematic observations at the sites where risk has been mitigated should be planned and carried out to detect any shortcomings and to test the efficiency of the investigation. This concept ought to lead to an integrated risk management approach made up of the systematic process, administrative decisions, organization, operational skill and ability to implement policies and strategies. A management approach should also be adopted to develop the ability of society and the local community to cope with and lessen the impact of natural hazards and related environmental disasters. The conference brought together engineers, scientists and managers from across the world to discuss the latest scientific advances in the field of debris and hyper-concentrated flow, as well as to improve models, assess risks, develop hydrological maps based on model results, and to design preventative and mitigation measures. The success of the meeting will ensure that the conference can be reconvened in 2014 at a location and on a date to be shortly announced. The Proceedings of Debris Flow IV, 264 pp (Print ISBN: 978-1-84564-586-1; eISBN: 978-1-84564-587-8) are available from WIT Press. More information is available at: www. wessex.ac.uk/12-conferences/debris-flow-2012.html 
